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TOOTHSOME SHAD.

THE FINEST GRADE IS FOUND
IN THE POTOMAC.

Meant Adopted fop Capturing the
River Beautlea-AI- I Sorts of Nats
UsePlanked Shad.

l'otottinc shnil nro rccimloil by cnl- -

euro ns the finest slinil sold In nny
mnrket In tlio United States, nml for
this renson there is ready snlo for
them in other plnce. Describing
wie lucinou omnio.vea in entehing
tills tootlnomo fish the Washington
Stnr says:

As soon as the ico had loft tho
river the nets wore, thrown overboard.
Tho gill nets were planted in tho
water nnd tho haul seines were oper-
ated from shore, principally by horso
power, although some of tho smaller
nets were handled by men. It Is
probable that tho average person
who is fond of shad has only tho
faintest Idea of how they aro caught.
It is true that tho sclno haulers
catch many thousands during the
season, but the largest number ore
caught In gill nets.

What is known as tho haul seine
is nothing more nor less than a gon-i-r- al

dragging of tho river, and every-
thing before tho net Is almost suro
to bo landed on the shoro. This Is
hard and troublcsomo work, and fre-
quently hauls are tnudo when tho
catch will by no means pay for tho
wear and tearon tho nets. Tho differ-
ent modes of catching shad aro inter-
esting. In addition to tho uso of nots
it is said on good authority that the
fish will rlso to a fly, although
anglers In this sectton mako little or
no cJTort to hook tho toothsome deli-
cacy.

1'assongers on steamboats fre-
quently seo a dozen or more poles in
tho water, and from one polo to an-
other plecos of netting are visible.
This is the gill net and it is this net
that is death to tho shad. Tho not,
long and straight, aro mado of ilno
linen twine, with what tho fishermen
call n flvo inch mesh. Gill nets nro
generally set In tho evening, tho
heavy stakes being driven so that tho
nets may bo stretched at right an-
gles to tho current. These stakes are
driven In tho mud at intervals of
about one hundred feet and from ono
to another tho wob Is stretched, tho
top lino being fastened to largo corkf,
whllo heavy lead weights hold tho
bottom of tho net In tho river.

When tho bottom of tho river Is
too hard to permit the driving of
tho stakes tho fishermen mako float
nets in the same way. using heavy
anchors to keep tho not in tho proper
position. Then tho largo schools of
shad making their way with tho cur-
rent try to pass through tho nets,
which, of courso, they cannot do.
The twlno slips behind their gills,
escape Is an impossibility nnd tho
fish aro soon strangled to death.

Then thoro Is:ho pound not, which
Is also a good ono. not only for shad,
bat for other fish. That is n trap
into which tho fish are almost suro
to drop when it Is properly con-
structed. It consists of an obstruc-
tion In tho rivor extending from tho
shore to deep water, and at the end
of this long network, which Is called
tho "leader," Is u funnol shaped
mouth leading into tho pound or
trap. Tho fish naturally go through
tho small opening In nn effort to get
around tho obstruction, and thoso
that go In seldom manage to got back
through tho opening.

Then thoro is tho by Ico net, which
Is constructed on tho ordorot u weir.
ItlstiDod more extensively in bad
weather than at any other tlmo, for
tho reason tlio tisii aro taken from It
alive, and aro therefore that much
fresher and In bettor condition for
shipment.

Theso aro tho principal nets used
In tho Potomac. In somo of tho
small tributaries weir aro used for
catching fish for family use. At tho
river front In tho vicinity of Twelfth
street thero Is always a crowd of men
and boys during tho fish Sanson, and
when thoro aro no boats to bo un-
loaded nor any fish on tho wharf
there is an nnxious look on their faces,
for they aro expecting the arrival of
another load of fish from tho lower
river, when they will have an oppo-
rtunity to get in n supply or pick up
an odd. Along tho Jino of Water
streotfor two or threo squares, as
well as on what is known as tho
"Fishtown" wharf, fish hucksters
have tholr wagons, and sometimes
thore aro more than a hundred
wagons thore, awaiting the arrival of
a boat or tho solo of a cheat) lot of
fish.

Tho ownors of tho packing housos
huvo most of the fish cleaned on the
wharf, whero the work is dono by
men and women of both colors, who
render songs and the choruses of
plantation molodlos. When theco
pooplo get through with tho fish thoy
are put In tubs and washed, and later
they find their way to the packing
houses, whero they are put in salt In
barrels or small tubs. Many of them
are sold in this way, whllo others aro
put up for smoking purposes. Oflato
years many families put up tlier own
fish for winter use.

Tho question Is frequently asked,
"What becomes of tho shad in tho
winter?"

It is cortain that thoy leave tho
fresh wator and mako tholr way south
in tho salt water for tho winter
season, roturning again in tho spring
of tho year to tho waters of tholr
birth to spawn. It is singular, but
the fish invariably mako their way to
tho beginning of tidewater. During
tho winter months many aro caught
by tho doep saltwater netters.

It is related that shad has bocome
do highly prized as food fish only
within tho last half century. In
colonial hlbtory when shad aro men-
tioned tho writers seldom have a
favorable word to say about thorn,
and gonernlly refer to thorn with con-
tempt. Tlio northorn rivers in that
period were filled with thorn, and
while tho Indians speared them and
used them for food, tho whlto settlers
did notdo so to any considerablo ox-te- nt,

liven in thoso days tho fish
wcro smoked by the Indians and put
uwny for winter use.

Tho shad is not found in all parts
of the United Htatei, so that in some
sections it is considered more of a
delicacy than in others. There are
many ways to rook the fish after
they are caught, but most" "epicures
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ngtco that the planked shad beats
them all. A celebrated cook who
has mado a study of planked shad
describes tho cooking, as follows.

"Tnko a plank of hickory (oak will
do if tho other enn't bo had) threo
llH'lieS think, nlittitnnn ttinl.oa ...1.1..

! and two foot long. Then get a fresh-caug- ht

shad, scale It. split down tho
I
back, clean, wash and wlpo drv. Sift
it carefully with salt and pepper.
Lay your plank before nn open lire

iuihu it, is very not. Thon spread
your shad upon It and nail It, skin
sldo down, to tho wood with about

' elttht large tacks, l'laco beforo the
flro and turn till well done. Covet

, nil over with butter, and serve
smoking hot on tho plank."

A Remarkable Social Function.

A omewhat rcmarkablo social
function took place a few nights ago
at Washington, it being tho celebra-
tion of tho silver wedding of "Uncle
Jerry," tho colored mossongor, who
has been at tho Kxccutlvo mansion
for years. Kvery ono from tho tlmo
of President Grant who has had any-
thing to do with tho Whlto House
knows "Undo Jerry," and ho Is In-

deed ono of tho characters of Wash-
ington, Administrations havo come
and gone, but Uncle Jerry has re-

mained a faithful attendant on tho
President. Ho Is ono of tho most
nstuto diplomats Imaginable, and
could easily glvo points to tho State
Department officials. It Is on ac-

count of this very qualification that
ho has been able to retain his place.
Very fow persons could boast of so
distinguished u list of Invited guests
as tho happy couple. Iteprcsenta-tlvc- s

of families who havo occupied
the White Houso In years gone by
sent presents and kind grcottngs, and
distinguished persons connected wllh
this and other .'administrations sent
tholr congratulations us well as
presents.

llesldo tho President and Mrs.
Cleveland, Mrs. U. H. Grant, Mrs.
Sartorls, Mrs. Harriet Lano Johnson,
Mrs. Stanley Drown, who was Moltlo
Garfield, wero nmong thoso who did
not forget Undo Jerry, and thero
wero members ot the Hayes and
Lincoln family, although out of
town, who romembcrcd tho occasion.
Altogether Undo Jerry and his wlfo
were kept as busy as thoy could bo
until n Into hour nustvcrlng con
gratulations and tlio good wishes of
their distinguished friends.

Among thoso present wero Post-
master General and Mrs. DJssol I, Sec-
retary and Mrs. Lamont and Private
Socrotary and Mrs. Thurber. Undo
Jerry and his wifo received a largo
number of presents, nearly every em-
ploye of tho White Houso sending
somo llttlo sliver token.

A Mexloan Bullfight.

"At n given signal, amidst an up-
roar of applauso, in rushed a hugo
black bull, decked with tho ribbons
of his ganndurlo, breathing a deft
nnco and a huto that soomod to havo
beon born of tho moment, but that
filled his entire hugo frame. Tho
tableau became a vlvanto then. For
a moinont tho great boast wuvorcd,
then charged obtlquoty at tho rod
muntlo ot an especially doeorntlvo
chulo, and,. Ilka u Hash, whooled and
raudo for a mounted man. In an In-

stant thero was a confused mass of
man, horso and bull writhing upon
tho ground.

From tho red mantles of tho chulos
and tho charge of n second picador
tho mighty monarch of tho ring
turned in a truly regal way, und from
disemboweling the horso ho chased n
chulo so hard us to compel him to
vault clear from tho ring und glvo
tauros a moment' a peace. In a hoc-on- d

more tho mautlo of n picador
caught his Imperial cyo, and again
horso and rider bit tho dust. A too
reckless chulo hero mot his fato, for,
flaunting his rag boforo tho qulror-in- g

beast, ho slipped, foil, and beforo
his companions could divert tho av-
alanche of flesh he was crushed like
a strawberry upon the sand, and tho
bull was away again to meet his own
doom. With tho sinuous grace of a
panther, Pachoco, tho expada, had
sprung toward him, grasped his tall
and glvon it a twist of such oxqulslto
torture that tho bull, with lowered
front, mode for him, only to recolvo
tho sword which tho groat ospada
had, until then, concenled in a mu-lot- a

of bluo silk. Straight in the
quivering flesh above tho splno it
sunk until tho spring of llfo was
touched, and without u sound tho
splendid animal fell dead."

It'a All Fudge at Vassar.

It is said tho Vassar girls at college
havo "fudges" nearly evory night.
Fudges aro Vassar chocolates, and
they aro simply tlio most delicious
edibles over manufactured by a sot
ot sweetmeat loving girls. Tholr
origin is wrapped in mystery. Their
recolpt is handed down from yoar to
year by old students to now, and
thoy bolong peculiarly to Vassar.
To mako them tako two cups of
sugar, ono cup of milk, a piece of
buttor ono-ha- lf tho slzo of un egg,
nnd a teaspoonful ot vanilla oxtract.
Tho mixturo is cooked until It Logins
to got grimy. Then It Is takon from
tho lire., stirred briskly nnd turnod
into buttorod tins. Jlcforo it hard-
ens it Is cut Into squaros. You may
cut tho fudge either cold or hot; it is
good olthor way. It nevor tastes bo
ilollclous, howovor, as whon mado at
collogo over u spluttering gas lump,
In the seclusion of your own apart-
ments. Tho various difficulties that
this mothod entail but mukos tho
fudgo tusto sweeter. Xow Orlenn
Plcuyuno.

Defining Hardwood.

According to a rccont legal
roportod in the Tlinberman,

hard wood Is "any treo that has a
loaf as distinguished from a noodlo."
A man contracted to deliver to a
railroud hard wood cordwood, and ho
delivered poplar in part fulfillment
of tho contract. Tho railroad

this as not hard wood, and
sued, but the contractor won tho
case on the decision of the court as
reported above. Women will now
havo a distinct and lawful standard
to gauge their hard wood furniture
descriptions.
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THE OHIOAQO ffi
THE BACHELOR.

Treatment He Onee Received at tho
Law's Hands.

When n proposal was mndo not so
long ago to tax tho bachelors of
France, as they woro taxed in tho
days of tho First Itopuhllc, tho fact
was recalled that republics gener-
ally have been hard upon the celi-
bates. Tho wlso Plato condemned
tho single men to n ilno, and In
Sparta thoy wero driven at stated
times to tho Tomplo of Hercules by
tho women, who thero drilled nnd
castigated them In true military
stylo.

Tho nnclent llomnns, too, wero so-ve-

with tholr bacholors, who were
mado to pay heavy fines: nnd, worse
than that, for aftor tho slcgo of Veil
Camillas is recorded to havo com-
pelled them to marry tho widows ot
tho soldiers who hud fallen In the
war.

Again, In tho tlmo of Augustus,
tho married mon, all olhor things
being equal, woro proforrcd to the
single men for tho public offices.
Then tho Komnn who had three
children was exempted from personal
taxes, and tho bacholors not only had
to pay thorn, but wcro prevented
from Inheriting tho property of nny
ono not n Roman cltlcn .

Coming to mcro recent times, we
have several Instances of a llko kind
recorded for us by n recent writer on
tho subject. In tho French settle-
ment of Canada, for example, the
stnglo mon, that they might be
forced to marry, wero subjected to
heavy taxation and to restrictions on
their trnilo and movements generally.

Thoso who married were dealt with,
on tho other hand, in n gonerous
spirit. Not only wero they provided
with a good wlfo nnd a comfortable
homo, but thoy woro rowarded accord-
ing to the number of their offspring.
Tho father of ten children, for in-

stance, was ponslonod for life at tho
rnto of 1100 llvrcs a year. If ho had
twelvo children ho had 100 llvros a
year more, and tho amount ran up to
1,200 llvros a year when fifteen chil-
dren blessed tho union.

About tho closo of tho sovontconth
century the local authorities In East-ha-

In Massachusetts, voted that
every unmarried man In tho township
should kill six blackbirds or three
cow yearly as long as ho remained
single, producing tho scalps In proof;
nnd us a penalty for not obeying the
order ho was forblddon to marry
until ho had mado up nil arrears.
Tho requirements hero wcro almost
nominal ; but it was somewhat dlffor-o- nt

In Maryland, whero hMf a century
lator tho colonial Assomhly Imposed
a tax ot flvo shillings yearly upon all
bacholors over thirty ns woll as up-
on wldowors without children who
wero possessed with $200.

At homo wo wero not qulto so se-

vere when William III. choso to
single out tho bacholors for special
onactmonts. In those days a com-
moner who remained single at
twouty-flv- o had to pay a shilling fine
yearly, and tho amount was Increased
with rank or title. A duko was sup-
posed to bouspoclal offonderln not
taking a wlfo, and had to pay for hit
whim tothooxtootof twelvo pounds
ton shillings por annum. It was
thus ovirion t that tho fact was recog-
nized that'tho prosperity of a country
depends upon Its marrlod citizens. "

A Large Book.

In ono of tho recont numbers ot
Hnrpor's Young Pooplo n short sketch
nppoared describing tho smallest
book probably In oxistonce.

As an offsot to this it will doubtless
interest tho rcador to know of a
cortain famous copy ot tho Koran, or
blblo ot tho Mosloms. This book's
enormous slzo has glvon It a great
reputation. It Is something llko five
feet long by threo fcot wldo.

Tho letters or characters average
threo Inches in height, and tho book
Itsolf Is nboutn foot In thickness. It
is jealously guar led, and nlthouah a
rollglous book still it would bo rather
amusing to watch tho efforts of a
couplo of full grown mon oponlng It,
for all tho world llko ono would open
the flap doors of a collar, tho binding
Doing, literally. In boards. Tho labor
of preparing such a work coverod
a period of six yours.

A Devoted Cow.

A Mr. Wood, who lives near Hood's
Mill, owns a very peculiar milch cow.
She is just an ordinary black cow,
but is ho much attuched to Mr.
Wood's childron that sho does not
llko to bo separated from thorn. If
tho children aro at homo tho cow
will stay In a pasturo with fonce
three feot high; but it tlio children
aro takon nwny sho will throw down
ovon vory hum fences In order to fol
low thorn. At different times whon
tho cow would bo In tho pasturo Mr.
Wood has slipped the childron away
from home, but when sho came up
and missed thorn sho would get out
and track them as a clog would do
until sho found thorn. savannah
(Go.) Nows.

Tho Virtue In Oyster Shells.

Ground oystor shells wero pre-
scribed by empirics in thooldon tlmo
for goitrous, rlckotty and scrofulous
childron. In ft communication to
tlio Academy of Medlulno in Paris
Drs. Mun,z and Chatln say thoy woro
right. Oyster shells wero long ago
known to contnln lime, nitrogen,
Iron and sulphur. Desldo thoso
constituents they hold miingancso,
magnesia, fluor bromuro, phosphoric
acid and lodlno all excellent for
feoblo childron. Tho bromuro taken
from tho oyster shell Is a strong

Teeth, they say, would bo
much Improved woro pulvorlzod oys-
tor sholls given In food to growing
childron and to nurses.

Enormous Houses In New Guinea.

Tho enormous slzo and masslvo
structure ot native houses Is among
tho recont surprising dlscovorlos of
explorers among tho villages Inhab-
ited by numoroiis warliko tribes
scuttorcd along tho streams of Now
Guinoa. Houses SJOO (o J00 foot long
nnd 100 feet high, umong the largest
In tho world, ure roported to be not
uncommon.

In contradistinction to the bon-
nets, which are small, tho round
hats are larger than ever and most
picturesque.
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On the Magnlfloant Naw Steamships of the) Ooodrloh TrnsporttJai
Company. Running to All tho Prlnolpol Porto and Summor

Resorts on Loko Mlohlgan and Oroon Ray.
Partite Urine ont their plaaa for a eumraer outing will do well to look ortr oar lift SI

routes and rate. Ho more deelnfcle trip eaa betaken than tbtt on tbe Oreea Bar Route, 4
teoutind-mll- e ride alone tbt beautiful eottte of Northern WUoomIb aad lllealtan and Oreet
9tf. rare for tbe trip only 015, meala and berth Included.

Pleaeant tours to the celebrated Vagnetlo Mineral Sprints at Orand Harta and Spring
take, sotting only M for the round trip, berth Included. The spltndld new fast stsaaualai
ATLAKTa" aad "CITY OF lUGINE" on this routs.

Onr aanlBofnt new twln-eere- steel steamship "TIROrNIA" will take btrplaoeoatfee
oar ran between Chtouo aud Milwaukee, tearing Chloago dally at 9 a. a. We take pleasure la
calling the attention ot the publlo to this magnlooent steamship as being ths aasst passenger
teaaublp oarrrlag the American flag anywhere. Fare on ths day trip only 01, Chicago to

Milwaukee. The new steamship "INDIANA" Is ths night boat for Milwaukee. Rate on nltattrip as, berth Included.
Ths 'VIRGINIA makes ths round trip to Milwaukee ertry Sunday, Waring Chicago at I a.

so. Returning, leaves Milwaukee at p. m,, aad arrives back la Chloago at MO p. m. Fare fee
tale trip only Ot.

SAILINGS-LEA- VE CHICAGO AS POLLOWSl
Three times dally for Milwaukee, at a.m., 1p.m. aad p. av
Dally for Ludlngton aud Manistee at a.m. Saturday boat leaves at a p. m,
Xvery day for Raolne. Milwaukee, Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Kewaunee, Ahnapee, Btut--

aeon Bay, Menominee, sta, at T.00p.av
Every day for Grand Haven. Muskegon. Orand Rapids, at T.tOp.m.
Dally for Petoskey, Traverse City and Maoklnae Island, via Orand Haven IN p. raj
For Oreen Bay, Eeoanaba, Manlttlqus aud way ports, Wednesday and Saturday at....T.OO p.av

Sunday excepted. For further Information regarding routes and rates of fart, call on 01
address (Offloe and Docks foot ot Michigan avenue, Chloago),

J. W. OILMAN, Suot. JOHN SINGLETON, Qon. raee. Agt.

SI Lis H Nev Ota!

ANCHOR IM!
FINE PASSENGER STEAMERS.

Leave St Louis for New Orleans every WsjoV
nesday and Saturday, at 5 o'clock p. m., stopping
at towns and principal landings en route.

All the boats have elegant passenger accom-
modations, large staterooms en suite for familiot,
and every oonvenlenoe to make a trip pleasant

Fare, St Louis to New Orleans, )20, including
stateroom and meals. Reduotion for round-tri- p

ticket.
For further information address

oaeUoea.
Tm JJ. ' 7f
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